Sweet somethings: Not all cherry
tomatoes are created equal. Produce pro
Pete Petersen telts which ones to buy and
how.to enjoy them.
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Free homemade
ice cream and
community spirit
attract a crowd
at Peninsula
Park Commons’
annual ice cream
social.

Photos by

JAMIE FRANCIS
THE DREGONIAN

Eli Spevak brings his friends and his community together by cranking up
his ice cream machine and dishing out homemade friendship

By LESLIE COLE listhas grown from ahandful to hundreds, but ~ forward to the event formonths, so he can gethis
THE OREGONIAN : the sweet spirit of friends and strangers min-  fill of 20-some flavors with names like Wookie  _
For Eli Spevak, community comes by the  gling over bottoniless bowls of ice cream en-  Cookie (vanilla/chocolate chip cookie), Love Lies
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ABOVE: Ellis waits in vain for a lick from owner

Hanmi Hubbard's ice cream cone. In addition to

hopeful dogs, the party crowd included adults
and lots of children. '

RIGHT: Andy Matinog and Sara Baldauf-Wagner
ceol their heels at the ice cream social. Despite
the growing number of guests, the party has
never run out of ice cream. '

Park Commons’
annual ice cream
social.

Photos by

JAMIE FRANCIS
THE CREGONIAN

Eli Spevak brings his friends and his community together by cranking up
his ice cream machine and dishing out homemade friendship

By LESLIE COLE
THE OREGONIAN

For Eli Spevak, community comes by the
gallon. Fifty gallons, to be exact, pumped out
of his commercial ice cream maker, scooped
into cones and dishes, and served on a surn-
mer afternoon.

It's been six vears since the 34-year-old af-
fordable-housing developer bought the ma-

.. ching and threw his first ice cream social in his

North Portland garden for a small group of
friends. Now Spevak has moved and the guest

list has grown from a handful to hundreds, but
the sweet spirit of friends and strangers min-
gling over bottomless bowls of ice creamn en-
dures.

“I's like you become a lid again,” says
Caitlin Campbel, 35, who's been to three of
the parties in as many vears. “I start to jump
up and down and when I'm in line —woo hoo!
Is it my turn? Is it my turn?”

Husband Dave Heslam — who courted
Campbell over quarts of chocolate and fresh
banana ice cream from Coffee People — looks

forward to the event formonths, so he can get his
fill of 20-some flavors with names like Wookie
Cookie (vanilla/chocolate chip cookie), Love Lies
Bleeding (raspbeiry sorbet) and Heath and Joe
Get Maried (coffee Heath bar crunch). “1 pretty
much oy them all,” he says.

So does Spevak, but he's learned over the
years how to squeeze the most visiting and ice
cream varieties into haif a dozen hours. “I tend
to'walk around with a spoon and mooch off
everybody else. That way I get to chat with 7

Please see ICE CREAM, Page FD2

Neighbors and friends line up for the potluck at the North
Portland co-housing community. The event started six years
ago with a handful of guests and has grown to include hundreds.

What’s for dinner tonight?
The latest stop on the endless
quest for weeknight meals

-

The power of pancetta

Ttaly’s version of bacon is sweet, nutty and fatty — adding a rich flavor to many dishes

By MATTHEW CARD
SPECIAL TO THE QREGONIAN
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