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THE FIRST THING that hits you is the sheer physical beauty—evergreen forests, distant
peaks, the shimmer of the skyline, and the graceful span of bridges across the Willam-
ette River. The next thing most people notice about Portland is its sublime livability,
borne out by any number of statistics. It has the highest percentage of bike commuters
in the nation, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. The most green buildings per
capita, as rated by the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED). The
toughest anti-sprawl ordinances in the nation. The first formal plan from an American
city for reducing greenhouse-gas emissions.

Clearly, this town is doing something right. And it all boils down to one simple
idea: In Portland, people work together to get stuff done. Three couples—from a pair
of new homeowners to a duo of veteran activists—show us what can happen when
living green becomes a citywide passion.



























